
Update: Tzu Chi’s Flood Relief and Rice Seeds Distribution In Myanmar 
 

Heavy rains caused floods in several parts of Myanmar since June 2015. It’s even 
worse that Cyclone Komen made landfall, bringing strong winds and additional heavy rains 
to the country for several weeks, which resulted in widespread flooding across 12 of the 
country’s 14 states. More than 1.7 million people were affected and 840,000 acres of 
paddy fields were destroyed, where farmlands in six states including Rakhine, 
Ayeyarwady, Bago, Sagaing, Magway and Yangon were severely damaged. Experts 
forecasted the floods would cause a decline of rice production by 2 million tonnes.   

 
On July 31, 2015, Tzu Chi began its relief efforts by mobilizing volunteers to the 

northern Sagaing Region and rural areas of Yangon Division, in which distribution of 

urgent daily use items and hot meals had been carried out for one month, benefiting 

more than 7,000 people. 

 At the same time, Tzu Chi decided to launch a comprehensive rice seeds 

distribution after conducting a disaster survey and an assessment of rice replant 

assistance program in two major rice production areas, Taikyi township in Yangon 

Division and Mawbi township. 

 

 
 

Total Rice Seeds Distribution: 
 

Total Farmer 

Households benefited 

Total Area of Paddy Fields 

Covered 

Total Rice Seeds 

Distributed 

A total of 23,487 

Households from 34 

Villages - Taikyi 

Township and Mawbi 

Township 

174,073 Acres 

(70,446 Hectares) 

3728 tons 

(about 21.42 kg per acre) 

 

 
 



 
Rice Seeds were distributed in phases. Targeted at the farmers whose paddy seedlings 

were damaged by the water, first phase distribution was given out to farmers who need 
rice seeds urgently and according to the size of their paddy fields, with aim that the farmers 
received the rice seeds in time and managed to replant in season after the water receded. 
In second phase, rice seeds were distributed in batches to farmers in the selected areas. 
 
 First Phase (Emergency 

distribution for rice replant) 
Second Phase 
(Distributed in batches) 

Region Numbe
r of 

Villages 

Affected Area 
(Acres) 

Area of 
Distribution 

(Acres) 

Number of 
Benefited 

Households 

Area of 
Distribution 

(Acres) 

Number of 
Benefited 
Household

s 

Taikyi 
Townahip 

30 127,545 27,842 4,979 99,703 13,264 

Mawbi 
Township 

4 46,528 1,064 127 45,464 5,117 

Total 34 174,073 
70,446 Hectares 

28,906 
11,698 Hectares 

5,106 145,167 
58,748 Hectares 

18,381 

First phase of rice seeds distribution (accounted for 17% of total distribution) was 

completed in early October 2015, enabled more than 5,000 farmers resume farming in the 

shortest time possible and harvest the crops in the beginning of this year, so that the yield 

was sufficient for their own use and prevented long term follow-up food relief.                

The second phase rice seeds distribution (accounted for 83% of total distribution) was 

carried out in batches, rushing to complete before the rainy season by end of May 2016.              

As of March 2016, 1,470 metric tons of rice seeds have been distributed covering 68,566 

acres of paddy fields, so that farming can be resumed before the rainy season arrive in 

early June 2016. 

Date of Distribution Area of Paddy Fields Covered 

December 2015 16,538 acres 

January 2016 15,194 acres 

February 2016 19,205  acres 

March 2016 17,629  acres 

Total Area: 68,566  acres 

Since the first relief distribution for Cyclone Nargis victims in Myanmar in 2008,  Tzu 

Chi volunteers have been going into the impoverished villages, providing selfless care and 

comfort to the elderly, isolated and helpless people.  Tzu Chi volunteers overcome 

difficulties with wisdom, their companionship to the suffering people and charity work 

has never stopped. The spirit of “Great Compassion To People and Great Mercy For All” as 

well as selfless contribution upheld by Tzu Chi volunteers affirmed by the local 

government and its people. In addition to offer emergency supplies during disaster and 

through frequent interaction with the flood victims, Tzu Chi volunteers enlightened them 

that the aid they received was indeed donated by countless generous people who were 

equally poor like them. This is to inspire them that they also can contribute no matter 

how small it is, such as loose changes or a handful of rice, may also save a live and help 

people. 

 



 

Photos of Tzu Chi’s Relief Operation 

      

Heavy rain ruthlessly destroyed houses, roads and farmlands in Myanmar. 

 

More lives at risk as many places inundated by flood waters, Tzu Chi volunteers quickly 

responded and offered emergency relief with Great Love.  

On 31 July 2015, Tzu Chi initiated flood relief operation. Myanmar Tzu Chi volunteers 

quickly responded and joined the relief efforts, helping the victims to overcome difficult 

situations and rebuild their homeland in the shortest time possible. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

On 5 August, Tzu Chi volunteers reached NatGyi Village at eight o'clock in the morning 

and commenced daily use items distribution. Some villagers help unloading the relief 

items while volunteers prepared the distribution without wasting time.  

 

The relief goods such as rice, peanut oil, red beans, instant noodles, torchlight, blankets 
and other daily necessities were well arranged and ready to be distributed.  

 



 

 
 

When the villagers received the relief items, their sad faces turned to smiles and repeatedly 
expressed their thankfulness.  

 
(Below) More than a month after the flood, Tzu Chi volunteers carried out cash for 

work program in 索外基 village. The water at the Christian Church area gradually 

receded. The adult’s knee high water level that needed a boat to venture in has had 

reduced, Tzu Chi volunteers had to walk barefoot on muddy roads.  

 



 

 
 

(Photo Above) Upon every visit, in addition to providing timely assistance, Tzu Chi 

volunteers will have to wade through water to go deep inside the disaster areas and 

check whether the children manage to go to school. Because of the flood, the schools 

have closed for half a month and were left muddy after the water receded. As worry 

for the pupil's safety, the primary school principal delayed the reopen of school term.  

 

(Photo below) Tzu Chi volunteers visited the villagers house by house, caring for their 

daily living needs.  

 

 



Although the flood has retreated, the victims still struggle with daily living. As they 

make a living by farming and due to the flood, their paddy fields were damaged and 

poultry became sick. The water supply and electricity in the flooded area was 

interrupted and impossible to resume in a short time. All these difficulties let the 

flood victims felt helpless and get disheartened, they don’t know what to do next. 

On 30 August 2015, Myanmar Tzu Chi volunteers packed relief items at the chapter. 

On 2 September, they went to 索外基 village, Taikyi township again to distribute the 

relief goods and accompany the villagers, with hope that the villagers could fill their 

stomach, warm their bodies and further boost their confidence to rebuild lives.    

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Rebuilding homeland and ensuring children receive education must be done in no time. 

Tzu Chi volunteers brought students school supplies such as exercise books, pencils, 

rulers, erasers, and ball pens. 

 

 
 
 

Tzu Chi volunteers led the students and sang together a song named “One Family”, 

encouraging the students to study hard and not to be affected by the environmental 

challenges. 



 

Replanting Rice Enables Farmer to Secure Livelihood 

 
The first phase of rice seeds distribution was targeted at the flood affected farmers in 

Mawbi township and Taikyi township, enabling them to seed stocks in the planting season 

before it was over.  Myanmar faces the worst flood in four decades, large area of farmland 

inundated with water, Tzu Chi initiated emergency coordination to purchase rice seeds, 

while volunteers packed the rice seeds and distribute them to the farmers immediately.  

Rice price hike after the flood, Tzu Chi helps the farmers to replant in season to avoid food 

shortage problem. The volunteers grasp at every opportunity to help as the cause was very 

significant.  

    
 
 



Officers from the Ministry of Agriculture of Taikyi township help checking the number of 

farmer households in distribution area while Tzu Chi volunteers busy with rice seeds packing. 

The officers were very keen to assist and help collate details of farmers from different villages 

for the volunteers to copy down in the distribution list. 

Through love and care, Tzu Chi volunteers work hand in hand with farmers who took up cash-

for-work program, together they nicely packed the rice seeds in bags, which to be given out in 

the first phase distribution in Taikyi township and Mawbi township on 19 September and 20 

September respectively . 

 

 

 

 



With love from Tzu Zhi volunteers around the world, we hope that the farmers were 

blessed with a good season of harvest. May they feel secure for their future, cherish 

and grateful for the improvement of living conditions and become a person being able 

to help. 

 

 


